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oy VALLEY LETTUCE SITUATION 


strikes of Agricultural Workers were in progress against 
16 rial Vall Two AFL-CIO Unions are involvediThe United Packi 
House Workers of gricultural Workers Organi zibg Gommittee(AWOC). 
Impe ey Farmers Association,and the Imperial 


The parpose 0 the restoration of pieceserates in the 
Lettuce harvest;the es oor wage of $1.25 per hour in the Imperial 
Valley;union recognition, sanitry facil terms and contions of employment. 

fhe following is the chronology of attempts by UPWA and AWOC to open negotiehbons 
with the affected 1 growers in the Imperial Valley. 

1.-<- December 20,1960, UPWA requested by mail, fifty one Imperial Valley Lettuce farms 
that it represented their employees and desired immediate meetings for the purpose 
of negitiating contracts-(See Exhibits 1).No reply was received from any grower. 
2,0<<00n December 30,1960, UPWA requested the Eslifornia State Conciliation Service to 

use its good offices to bring the parties together to negotiate contracts(see 
exnibnt 2).The Conciliator assigned to the situation reports no progress to date. 
3.enee0n January 3,1961,AWOC sent a telegram to Edward F. Hayes,Manager of Imperial Valley 
Farmers Association, setting outunion clauses of representation, stating the Unions demands, 

(See Exhibit 3).No reply was received from Mr. Hayes. 
UPWA sent registered mail letters to the 51 Growers cited 
s demands and requesting negotiations. (See exhibit 4) 


sentatives personally called on mr Edward Hayes 
and request negotations.He replied orally he lwas 


AWOC AND UPWA representatives sent letters to Edward Hayes 
IVFA Manager, and making finall demands for negotiations. (See 5&6) 
No reply was receiv 

Algo on January3,1961 
President if ILO and Shippers 

In additioh to Bhese rep#A fd 
widespread coverage on Radio,TV AND 
their determination no to negotiate. 

On Januaryl3,1161,AWOC AND UPWA jointly struck the first of sixteen lettuce 
ranches.In each case telegraphis notice of strike was given,and request made for negotaation. 

In all these strikes, *Mexican Hationsls(Braceros) imported under Publit Law 78 
have 1 been used as strikebreakers and are still being used for this purpose. Both Unions 
have been enjoined in four strikes from any picketing whatsoevere 

There ase some 650 Special Deputies Sheriffs in Imperial Valley,231 of which 
were commissioned since January 1,1261.We no longer have access to the list of Ithose 
commissioned lately.Growers,Foreman,Field Superintendents, and other farm supervisors 
have been commissioned, and these wear guns openly. 

The Mexican Government ,via its Minister at the Mexican Embassy, has requested 
the removalof 1723 Bracerss from 15 struck ranches on the grounds that their health 


and safety are in imminent danger from the potentially explosive situation which has been 
created by the Growers. 


The following firms are presently being struck by workers. 
* meaadesignates those on which picketing has been completely enjoined. 
$#_, ncanModi fied Injunction 


Date of Strike 
Jan 13, 1961 


Braceros 221 
Domestics 88 
Domestics out 83 
Domestics stayed 5 


Jan 16, 1961 
10345 a.m. 
Braceros 
Domestics 32 
Domestics out 16 
Domestics stayed 


Jan 19, 1961, 8:30 a.m. 


Bracepos 
Domestics 
Domestics out 
Domestics stayed 


Jan 18, 1961 
9:45 asm. 
Braceros 
Domestics 
Domestics out 
Domestics stayed 


Jan 19, 1961 
10:30 a.m. 
Braceros 
Domestics 
Domestics out 5 
Domestics stayed 5 


Jan 19, 1961, 1:00 p.m. 


Braceros 122 
Domestics Aly 
Domestics out 19 
Domestkcs stayed 25 


Jan 19, 1961, 12315 PeoMe 


Braceros 173 
Domestics8 My 
Domestics out 2g 
Domestics stayed 25 


Jan 39, 1961, 8:30 a.m. 


Braceres 113 
Domestics 25 
Domestics out 22 
Domest&cs stayed 3 


Company 


BRUCE CHURCH, INC. Jan if 


CHARLES FREEDMAN Jan 16, 
11:50 a.m. 

83 

27 

16 

11 


Jed. CROSSETTI 


JACKSON PRODUCE Jan 26, 
RI aun Dae Goch 11:30 a.m. 
Totals 
33 ete 
27 0 
6 16 
ROYAL PACKING Jan 26, 
tae Stee ee 11:30 a.m. 
Totals 
as ae 


ii 
10 


FRED R. BRIGHT 


DANNY DANNENBERG 


Date of determination 


,1961 


Jan 31 1961 


Date of Strike 
Jan 20, 1961, 12 Noon 


Braceros Vy 
Domestics 21 
Domestics out 13 
Domestics stayed 8 


Field 
Braceros 
Bomestics 
Domestics out 
Domestics stayed 


Jan 20, 1961, 3300 p.m. 


Braceros 100 
Domestics 30 
Domestics out 28 
Domestics stayed 2 


Jan 27, 1961, 11215 a.m. 
Crew 6 
Braceros 52 
Romestics 13 
Domestics out 
Domestics stayed 


Jan 27, 1961, 11:25 a.m 
Braceros 183 
Domestics 28 
Domestics out 6 
Domestics stayed 22 


Jan 28, 1961, 12:00 noon 


Braceros 63 
Domestics 10 
Domestics out 4 
Domestics stayed 6 


Jan 28, 1961, 3330 a.m. 


Braceros 88 
Domestics 15 
Dome s tics out 5 
Domestics stayed 10 


Jan 31, 1961, 12 Noon 


Braceros 132 
Domestics 30 
Domestics out 12 
Domestics stayed 18 


SAM ANDREWS AND SONS 


Jan 18, 1961 3:00 pom. D*ARRIG@ BROS. CO OF CALIF. 


Company Date of determination 


Jan 91, 1961 


Jan 31, 1961 
1/20 shed 
5H 36 
0 26 
ag 10 


FARLEY FRUIT £O Jan 31, 1961 


BUD ANTEES INC, 
Crew 7 Crew 8 
57 53 
5 7 25 
10 
15 


Bab 3, 1961 


Beb 3, 1961 
Totals 


SALINAS VALLEY VEG. EXCH 


ADMIRAL PACKING Feb 3, 1961 


. 


GI FFEN INC,, & ALLEN Feb. 6, 1961 


ARENA IMPERTAL CO Beb 8, 1961 


) (Continued) 


Date Strike Began Firm Produce 
1/13/61 Bruce Church, Inc. Lettuce 


1/16 Charles Freedman Co. 
1/18 Jackson Produce Co. 
1/18 D*Arrigo Brothers 

1/19 J.J.Crosetti 

1/19 D'Arrigo Brothers Sheds 
1/19 Royal Packing 

1/19 Danny Dannenbugg 

1/19 Fred Bright Co. 

1/20 William Hubbard 

1/20 Sam Andrews and Son 
1/20 Farley Fruit Co. 

1/27 Bud Antle 

1/27 Shlinas Valley Vegetable Exchange 
1/28 Giffen and Allen 

1488 Admiral Packing Co. 
1/31 Thor Packing 

2/8 Verome Kantro 


2/8 Arena Imperial Lettuce 


Jane 


Jane 


Jan. ¢ 


Jartle 


Jan. 


ARTTT nov 
JA! YARY 
~~ e-em 


Strike meeting, Calexico. Vote strike authority week Jan. 16 or 
before. 

One day work-stoppage demonstration by approximately 900 domestic 
agricultural workers; show of strength to emphasize demands for 
wages and conditions. 

AWOC-UPWA pickets at Farm Placement, requesting action on jobs 
and asking removal Glenn Fullenwider, 

Bruce Church Nationals removed, illegal use. 

Workers strike Bruce Church Ranch, Brawley. 

Church borrows Nationals, works them behind lines. 

U.S. approves braceros on unstruck field (fractionation). 

Labor organizers ask Governor Brown to intervene. 

Brown asks legislature to establish farm labor fact finding board. 
¥.5. District Court Judge James Carter enjoins BES from removing 


braceros as requested by Mexican government. 


FEBRUARY 


Caravan of farmers from statewide locations converges on El Centro 
to demonstrate grower solidity and te aid in harvest. 

Mexican government requests removal of 2000 braceros from struck 
Powel. 

Hundreds of workers dewonstrate at Danenberg Labor Vump. 

Twelve hundred braceros removed from Danenberg camp. 

Thirteen (13) demonstration leaders arrested, 

Judge James Carter, District Federal Court, San Diego, lifted order 
restraining BES from removing braceros, 

Undersecretary Willard Wirtz meets in LeA. with Smith, Livingston, 
Ross and growers, No negotiations or joint meetings, 

Secretary Goldberg orders removal of 1,050 Mexican Nationals, 
Undersecretary Wirtz says U.S will act on Mex. request to remove 
1,734 braceros, 

Incident at Corona camp. Four injured. 

Sheriff and police raid Union Hall, £1 Centro, arrest six, 
Sheriff's deputies patrol '” farm labor camps, 

Attorney General adds 2 investigators to El Centro staff; total of 3, 
Eighty men (working behind pickets) strike at Bruce Church. 


Growers consider 50% reduction of 1961 lettuces 3000 acres plowed 


under; over $5,000,000 loss. 

U.S. bans braceros from 15 struck farms. 

Mexico asks U.S. transfer braceros to safe areas; Foreign Minister 
Manuel Tello (Mexico City) makes request. 

150 pickets demonstrate at El Centro jail. 

33 men to court, preliminary hearings, © rona incident. 

Preliminary hearing 33 men recessed; interpreter is a deputy Sheriff. 


FEBRUARY (continued) 


Feb, 22 Mexico halts recruitment at Empalme for California, Nevada, Arizona, 


ry 


eb, 24 Grand jury votes indictments for 33 on felony charges, 


Feb. 27 33 men rearrested at court on Grand Jury indictments, 


MARCH 
ea 


March 1 Judge Elmer Heald, E1 Centro, enjoined all picketing at any place in 


Imperial County where braceros work or live. 


